[image: image1.png]Stahlberger4_12_Assessment Forum_5501

Assessments can be performed in many different ways, but the
overall purpose of assessment is to collect data about student
learning, analyze the data and make it meaningful, and report the data
either for a student grade or curriculum improvement.

According to the AASL, Assessment is different from evaluations
in that evaluations are given at the end of instruction or task to suggest
a “quantitative quality” or grade. Assessment, on the other hand, is an
ongoing process that is done “with the student” and is performed
throughout the assignment or task (173).

The four purposes of assessment include:
e Improving student growth
e Improving instruction
e Recognizing accomplishments
e Modifying or improving the program (175)

Listed below are the assessment tools that are generally used for
information literacy tasks.

Informal Checking/Observation: This form of assessment is
basically just questioning students to find out what, why, and how
they are doing on a task. This can also be a teacher observation
where a student is visually monitored performing a task. Most often,
the student doesn’t know that he/she is being assessed. Informal
checking can be used during any step in the Bigé model.

Checklist: A checklist is normally given to a student at the
beginning of a task and is used as a guide for them as they progress
through their research. It is often used as a self assessment by the
student and keeps them on task to follow the steps as outlined on the
list. Again, this form of assessment can be used in any step of the Big
6 model because it is an ongoing assessment.

Conferencing: Conferencing can be either formal or informal
depending on the needs of the student or the intention of the
instructor. It can be used to help guide the students through their
research or can be used by the student/teacher to reflect on the
process and give feedback (178). Students can also have peer or group
conferences allowing for constructive criticism and suggestions for
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improving performance. Conferencing is another assessment that can
be performed during any step of the Bigé model.

Graphic Organizers: According to Harada and Yoshina, graphic
organizers “provide a visual representation of the dimensions of a
problem, concept, or task” (57). They can be used to formulate
questions using a KWHL chart, to access prior knowledge through a
web, or to compare sources using a Venn diagram. Graphic
organizers would most often be used in Bigé6 steps 1 through 3.

Journaling: When students use journals, they are usually
responding to prompts that are utilized for focusing and reflecting on
the research process. Instructors use journal responses to make
adjustments to the task as necessary. Journals are also used for the
students to record their sources and to take notes during research.
Journaling can be used in steps 1 through 4 in the Bigé model.

Rubrics: Rubrics are designed to describe the acceptable
execution for the task. It “delineates levels of performance for each of
the identified criteria”, as well as identifies unacceptable performance
(AASL 177). “The Key to an effective rubric is a precise description of
the performance required for each level of proficiency” (as qtd. in
Harada 63). A rubric should be presented to the students at the
beginning of the task for them to use as a guide throughout the
process, and therefore will be used in all six steps of the Bigé process.

Portfolio/Process Folio: According to Harada and Yoshina, there
are different types of portfolios. One type is a “best works” portfolio in
which the students select their best pieces for inclusion. Another type
of portfolio is the process folio. The process folio includes all stages of
the learning process, including “final projects, graphic organizers,
notes, reflections, and drafts of works in progress” (67). This is new
for me because 1 have been keeping what I thought were portfolios of
student writings from brainstorming to final drafts, when in fact, they
are process folios. Portfolios and process folios are used throughout
the research process, and therefore can be included in any step within
the Bigé model.

I chose all of these assessments because they should all be used
regularly to measure student progress in information literacy as well
as specific subject areas. I have learned some new methods that I
will employ in my classroom that I hadn’t considered in the past.
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