Name:  Lisa Stahlberger
Pro/Con Filtering in Schools & School Libraries (A9-1)
	Pro’s of Filtering in K-12 Schools 
	Con’s of Filtering in K-12 Schools

	1) PRO STATEMENT:
You are abiding by the law if you are a school that receives E-rate Funding.

WHY:  Any school that receives the funds and doesn’t filter will lose the funding.
SOURCE:

Lamb, Annette, and Larry Johnson. "Filtering Tools and Issues." Teacher Tap. Eduscapes, 2007. Web. 23 Mar. 2012. 
	1) CON STATEMENT:
The personal biases, such as religious values, political affiliation, or sexual beliefs, of those responsible for creating the filter affect the filtering results.

WHY:
When personal beliefs are incorporated into a filtering program, the program could potentially under-block some site, or over-block other sites.

SOURCE:

Adams, Helen R. Ensuring Intellectual Freedom and Access to Information in the School Library Media Program. Westport, Conn: Libraries Unlimited, 2008. Print.

	2) PRO STATEMENT
Filters provide parents with a sense of security knowing that their children are safe when on the internet at school.

WHY:

Online predators will not have access to students using a computer that is filtered.

SOURCE:

Cooper, Jhoana. "Why You Need an Internet Filter." Articlebase. Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber, 1996-2010. Web. 31 Mar. 2012.
	2) CON STATEMENT:
Student’s First Amendment Rights are being violated.

WHY:

Students have the right to receive information.  Filtering may block not only the bad information, but also the quality information that students need to successfully research topics of interest or assignments.

SOURCE: 

Adams, Helen R. Ensuring Intellectual Freedom and Access to Information in the School Library Media Program. Westport, Conn: Libraries Unlimited, 2008. Print.

	3) PRO STATEMENT
Protects children from internet content that is not appropriate or too mature for them.
WHY: 
Parents don’t want their children having exposure to indecent material on the internet.

SOURCE:

Cooper, Jhoana. "Why You Need an Internet Filter." Articlebase. Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber, 1996-2010. Web. 31 Mar. 2012.
	3) CON STATEMENT:
Opportunities to teach students how to access websites safely, appropriately, and in an ethical manner, are not available.

WHY:
The filters are blocking sites that could be used to teach students effective searching strategies.

SOURCE:

Nantais, Mike, and Glenn Cockerline. “Internet Filtering in Schools: Protection or Censorship!. “Journal of Curriculum & Pedagogy 7.2 (2010): 51-53. Education Research Complete. Web. 31 Mar. 2012.



	4) PRO STATEMENT
Filtering can block social networking sites and online games.

WHY:

Schools don’t want the responsibility of monitoring students on social network sites, and many games are deemed non-educational.

SOURCE:

"Best Internet Filter for Kids and Families." Cybersitter. Cybersitter, 2011.  Web. 31 Mar. 2012.
	4) CON STATEMENT:
Filtering provides a false sense of security.

WHY:

Some of the content that is meant to be blocked may still get past the filter.

SOURCE:

Nantais, Mike, and Glenn Cockerline. “Internet Filtering in Schools: Protection or Censorship!. “Journal of Curriculum & Pedagogy 7.2 (2010): 51-53. Education Research Complete. Web. 31 Mar. 2012.



	5) PRO STATEMENT
A site can be unblocked by an authorized individual to allow access to a blocked site for lawful research purposes.
WHY:

Even though sites are blocked, there is still the opportunity to use valuable information from sites by requesting them be unblocked.

SOURCE:

"Childrens Internet Protection Act." Federal Communications Commission. N.p., 
     2009. Web. 1 Apr. 2012.
	5) CON STATEMENT:
Filters are expensive, including the initial installation and manpower to maintain.

WHY:

This may be a huge portion of funds that poor school communities could use elsewhere, such as hiring someone to teach the children to assess and access the internet safely.

SOURCE:

Kranich, Nancy. “Why Filters Won’t Protect Children or Adults.” Library Administration & Management 18.1 (2004): 14-18. Library Literature & Information Science Full Text. Web. 28 Mar. 2012.



Answer the following 5 questions demonstrating depth of thought, accuracy, and displaying an understanding of CIPA and NCIPA (as needed) for each answer.
1) What are two common reasons that districts may filter Internet content? 
The two common reasons that districts filter content is to comply with CIPA regulations and retain their E-Rate funding, and to protect children from content on the internet that is inappropriate for minors.

2) How do you feel about filters?
Personally, I do not like filters.  I have had too many instances where I have tried to teach my students to safely use the internet and many of the various sites selected have been blocked.  To request the sites be unblocked takes too long in my district.  I would much rather teach the children how to safely access the internet, and how to handle situations when inappropriate material is accidentally accessed.
3) State 2 arguments to present to a principal to move from filtering at a strict to a less strict level. Include in your answer the 3 types of online images CIPA requires be filtered.
CIPA requires that children not be exposed to obscenity, child pornography, or images harmful to minors while using the internet.  Filtering is a way to protect children from that exposure.  There are however, problems with over-filtering that should have us consider lowering the level of restriction on the filters.  The first reason the restriction should be lowered is because in addition to blocking inappropriate sites, the filters also block educationally appropriate sites that the students could use for research purposes.  
The second reason it should be lowered is because we want children to become independent users of information.  A blanket filter will not work when children have different levels of maturity and different levels of need for information.  The educational processionals including teachers and librarians are the ones who know what the children need to access, not the companies and people creating the filters with their personal biases.
4) Consider filtering from a teacher’s perspective. Give one reason why filtering may appear attractive and one reason why a filter may be frustrating to a teacher.  

From a teacher’s perspective, filtering may be attractive because s/he may feel that they don’t need to monitor the students while they are online.  They may feel that the filter will block anything that is obscene, contains pornography, and any images that may be harmful.  
It may also be frustrating to a teacher who has prepared an awesome lesson using specific sites and when the time comes to teach the lesson, or for the students to use the sites as planned, they are blocked.  Depending on the district or school, it may take hours, days, weeks, or never for the sites to get unblocked.

5) Why is filtering attractive from a parental perspective?

Parents feel a sense of security in knowing that their child’s school uses filters to block inappropriate material from getting to their child while on the internet at school.
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