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B.  2010 Amazing Audiobooks for Young Adults, found on the ALA website 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/booklistsawards/amazingaudiobooks/aaya2010.cfm
The Titles

Nonfiction

We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball by Kadir Nelson, read by Dion Graham, Brilliance Audio, 2009, 1 hour, 55 minutes, 3 discs (includes bonus disc), ISBN: 978-1-4233-7537-1, $42.97.

Bluesy harmonica music introduces Dion Graham’s smooth baritone voice, eloquently returning listeners to the era of Negro League baseball in Kadir Nelson’s award-winning book.

Fiction

After Tupac and D Foster, by Jacqueline Woodson, read by Susan Spain. Brilliance Audio, 2009, 3 hours 13 minutes, 3 discs, ISBN: 978-1-4233-9805-9, $39.97

D Foster walks into the neighborhood where the narrator and her best friend Neeka live and opens up a whole new world to them, with Tupac’s musical influence as a background. Susan Spain's narration brings the girls' intertwined stories to life as she conveys the emotional turmoil that is part of growing up.      

Along for the Ride, by Sarah Dessen, read by Rachel Botchan. Recorded Books, 2009, 12 hours 45 minutes, 11 discs, ISBN: 978-1-4407-3027-6, $108.75

On a whim, Auden decides to spend the summer with her father and his family. Despite her desire to remain emotionally distant from the drama that is in the house, Auden finds herself lending her stepmother a reluctant hand. Rachel Botchan brings Auden to life. It is as if Auden herself is sharing the story of her summer over a cup of coffee in a late night diner.

Boys are Dogs, by Leslie Margolis, read by Ellen Grafton. Brilliance Audio, 2008, 5 hours, 4 discs, ISBN: 978-1-4233-7729-0, $48.97

Annabelle doesn't like surprises OR change, but as she starts her first year of middle school she must cope with both.  Ellen Grafton creates an authentic voice for Annabelle moving from childhood into adolescence, with all the dilemmas, wit, moodiness and confusion of that age.

Carter Finally Gets It, by Brent Crawford, read by Nick Podehl. Brilliance Audio, 2009, 8 hours 27 minutes, 7 discs, ISBN: 978-1-4233-9181-4, $87.97

A year in the life of Carter begins with a party, and ends with him realizing where his true interests and talents lie in this hilarious picture of a 14-year-old boy's life. Nick Podehl reads Carter with the perfect blend of humor, irony, and innocence, while narrating a true-to-life glimpse into the mind of a teenage boy.

The Chosen One, by Carol Lynch Williams, read by Jenna Lamia. Macmillan Audio, 2009, 5 hours 30 minutes, 5 discs, ISBN: 978-1-4272-0706-7, $24.99

Kyra is being forced to marry her sixty-year-old uncle who is an elder in their religious group "The Chosen Ones." As Kyra grapples with her emerging independence, she encounters dangerous and life-threatening situations. Jenna Lamia brings the perfect tone and emotions to thirteen-year-old Kyra and enables the listeners to hear her sadness, anger, and love for her family.

Identical, by Ellen Hopkins, read by Laura Flanagan. High Bridge Audiobooks, 2008, 8 hours 45 minutes, 7 discs, ISBN: 978-1-59887-735-9, $29.95

Identical twins with seemingly perfect parents are living an illusion. Laura Flanagan does a fabulous job at giving the twins unique voices, differentiating the intonation and attitude in the written word for both.

If I Stay, by Gayle Forman, read by Kirsten Potter. Listening Library, 2009, 4 hours 48 minutes, 4 discs, ISBN: 978-0-7393-8084-0, $45.00

Mia is a talented musician, with a great boyfriend and family. It all gets taken away when the rest of her family is killed in a car crash that leaves her clinging to life. This highly emotional story is captured wonderfully by Kirsten Potters' genuine tone for Mia's struggle between life and death.

The Indigo Notebook, by Laura Resau, read by Justine Eyre. Listening Library, 2009, 8 hours 25 minutes, 7 discs, ISBN: 978-0-3075-7981-2, $55.00

Zeeta and her mother Layla's nomadic life has brought them to Otavalo in Ecuador where they help a friend to find his birth father, uncover a smuggling ring, and learn to appreciate the life they have.  Justine Eyre brings excellent Spanish accents and the right voice for each character, while enhancing a fascinating story.

In the Belly of the Bloodhound: Being an Account of a Particularly Peculiar Adventure in the Life of Jacky Faber, by L.A. Meyer, read by Katherine Kellgren, Listen and Live Audio, 2009, 15 hours,13 discs, ISBN 978-1-59316-142-2, $29.95.

Jacky Faber returns to the Lawson Peabody School for Young Girls to hide out after learning she is wanted for piracy.  While on a school outing, the entire class is kidnapped, taken aboard the slave ship Bloodhound, and held for ransom. Katherine Kellgren keeps the listeners on the edge of their seats as Jacky uses her wits, the crew, the prisoners and every opportunity available to save herself and the girls.

The Killer's Cousin, by Nancy Werlin, read by Nick Podehl. Brilliance Audio, 2008, 6 hours, 5 discs, ISBN: 978-1-4233-8078-8, $54.97 

The jury found David innocent when tried for the murder of his girlfriend, but his name will always be associated with her death. Nick Podehl convincingly voices the self-doubt,  fear and suspicion that build in this tautly-crafted mystery.

Living Dead Girl, by Elizabeth Scott, read by Kate Reinders, Brilliance Audio, 2009, 2 hours 54 minutes, 3 discs, ISBN 978-1-4233-9751-9, $49.97

Kidnapped five years ago while on a school field trip, fifteen-year-old  “Alice” has grown too old to hold the interest of her abductor.  When Ray orders her to find him a new little girl, Alice sees her chance for freedom.  Kate Reinder's portrayal is disturbing and riveting.

Marcelo in the Real World, by Francisco X. Stork, read by Lincoln Hoppe. Listening Library, 2009, 10 hours 8 minutes, 8 discs, ISBN: 978-0-7393-7991-2, $40.00

To finish his senior year at the high school of his choice, Marcelo accepts his father's condition that he spend the summer working at his law firm. Lincoln Hoppe becomes Marcelo in this remarkable performance that takes the listener right into the heart of his struggles to make sense of the world.

The Monstrumologist, by Rick Yancey, read by Stephen Boyer. Recorded Books, 2009, 11 hours 45 minutes, 10 discs, ISBN 978-1-4407-3564-6, $108.75

Will Henry is the assistant to the Monstrumologist, Dr. Warthrop. Together they encounter the Anthropophagi, horrible human eating creatures. Set in the 1800's, this richly descriptive horror tale is vivid and imaginative. Stephen Boyer paints a frightening yet intriguing picture of Will Henry’s world.

My Bonny Light Horseman: Being the Account of the Further Adventures of Jacky Faber, in Love and War, by L.A. Meyer, read by Katherine Kellgren. Listen and Live Audio, 2009, 12 hours, 10 discs, ISBN: 978-1-59316-446-1, $29.95

Jacky Faber is being forced by the British to spy against the French and although she hates it, she performs splendidly and even meets Napoleon. There is no one who could “be” Jacky Faber any better than Katherine Kellgren as she switches from British to French to American accents in the same sentence, as well as singing beautifully.

Newes from the Dead, by Mary Hooper, read by Rosalyn Landor and Michael Page. Brilliance Audio, 2009, 7 hours 27 minutes, 7 discs, ISBN: 978-1-4233-9230-9, $87.97

Anne Green regains consciousness at the beginning of her autopsy after being hanged for infanticide. Rosalyn Landor and Michael Page’s expert narrations capture this unusual and historically based story.

Peace, Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson, read by Dion Graham, Brilliance Audio, 2009, 2 hours, 7 minutes, 2 discs, ISBN: 978-1-4233-9799-1, $39.97.

Through Dion Graham's heartfelt performance, Lonnie Collins shares hopes for peace in letters to his beloved sister, heightening the lyrical narrative of Jacqueline Woodson's story.
Slumdog Millionaire, by Vikas Swarup, read by Christopher Simpson. BBC Audiobooks America, 2009, 10 hours 47 minutes, 9 discs, ISBN: 978-0-7927-6162-4, $89.95
Ram Mohammad Thomas has his own reasons for wanting to win a billion rupees on an Indian quiz show.  For each question he was asked listeners learn how he came to know the answer through the events of his life. Christopher Simpson embodies each character through his splendid accents while showing emotion unique to each person and situation.

Solace of the Road, by Siobhan Dowd, read by Sile Bermingham. Listening Library, 2009, 7 hours 5 minutes, 6 discs, ISBN: 978-0-7393-8591-3, $50.00

Fourteen-year-old Holly Hogan ‘s life is not going the way she wants until she finds “the wig”.  When Holly puts on the blonde wig, she transforms into Solace. Sile Bermingham’s lightly accented soft voice is dead on for this multifaceted teen.

The Spectacular Now, by Tim Tharp, read by MacLeod Andrews. Brilliance Audio, 2009, 8 hours 19 minutes, 7 discs, ISBN: 978-1-4233-9963-6, $87.97

Perpetually drunk and high on life, Sutter Keely struggles to maintain his “live in the now” mantra despite the changes that threaten his relaxed existence. Macleod Andrews’s drawl injects the reading with the happy go lucky, laid back charm that makes Sutter the guy everyone wants to hang with.
 
Tree Girl: A Novel, by Ben Mikaelsen, read by Amber Sealey. Listening Library, 2009, 4 hours 37 minutes, 4 discs, ISBN: 978-0-7393-7265-4, $30.00

Gabi has survived the brutal massacre of her Guatemalan village by hiding in trees. Her harrowing journey to Mexico to build a new life is compellingly portrayed by Amber Sealey’s distant but emotionally charged narration. Based on a true story, the novel depicts the atrocities of genocide.

Wildwood Dancing, by Juliet Marillier, read by Kim Mai Guest. Listening Library, 2008, 12 hours 54 minutes, 11 discs, ISBN: 978-0-7393-7940-0, $50.00

Five sisters enter an enchanted forest each full moon to dance the night away with their magical friends. When the mysterious Night People arrive, their way of life is threatened. Kim Mai Guest's light and lilting voice brings the fantasy and enchantment to life.

Zen and the Art of Faking It, by Jordan Sonnenblick, read by Mike Chamberlain. Listening Library, 2008, 5 hours 35 minutes, 5 discs, ISBN: 978-0-7393-7155-8, $29.00

San has spent most of his life moving from school to school. He's ready to blend in with the background, but then Zen kicks in. Mike Chamberlain’s appropriately wry tone delivers San from clueless to self-aware.

C. Comparing Types of Audio books:
TeachingBooks.net:  The City Zoo written and illustrated by George Comninos
Full Cast Audio: Hobart by Anita Briggs


There are many great advantages for using audio books.  For people who have visual impairments, audio books allow them to hear their favorite books.  Audio books can be played on all sorts of media, and it is very convenient and relaxing.  The listener can enjoy audio books just about anywhere, even in the dark, or while doing other things.  Audio books can help to improve student’s comprehension and vocabulary, especially if they have the written text to follow along with the audio.


Some disadvantages of audio books may include having to split attention with doing other tasks, causing the listener to lose focus.  If the written text is not available to complement the audio, the disadvantaged reader may not benefit in vocabulary and comprehension.  The main disadvantage according to Uttara Manohar is “that they spoil the fun of good old-fashioned habit of reading books.”  I personally like to set the mood and establish what the characters may sound like.  Audio books don’t give the listener that option.  

The advantages of listening to the stories in Full Cast Audio were the different voices for characters and narrators.  It makes the book more lively and entertaining, kind of like listening to a movie with your eyes closed.  The cast seemed to show more emotion in their voices than a single narrator who can be boring if s/he does not do a good job of changing voices for characters.  The one thing that I liked better about using TeachingBooks.net is that the written text is available with the audio which I think makes for better teaching.  Full Cast Audio did not offer written text.  
Part II Lesson Plan:  I performed an online search and came up with the following comprehensive lesson plan for Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World, created by a teacher in the Cleveland County School District.
*See attachment 
Part III Online Books:
A.  TumbleBooks: books reviewed: Elementary, 50 Below Zero by Robert Munsch.  Secondary, Hamlet Prince of Denmark by William Shakespear.
TumbleBooks for elementary children offers animated story books with the words highlighted as they are read aloud.  There are also chapter books, non-fiction books, and books in Spanish and French, that are all read aloud or not, depending what option the reader selects.  The animated story books offers options to take a quiz that is also read aloud, as well as games, lesson plans, and book report options.  The other books mentioned have the quiz and book report option, but not all have lesson plans and games.  The quizzes are only read aloud for the storybooks.  Book reviews and accelerated reading information is available for each book as is the option to save in a playlist or favorite folder.  The secondary TumbleReadables offer quizzes, reviews, and accelerated reader information, as well as the option to add to favorites.  The books can be bookmarked.  An index is available at all levels listing all books available.

I can see TumbleBooks being used in both the library and classroom.  In the library it can be used as an independent learning activity, or set up for ESL students who need extra support in language development.  In the classroom the animated story books are perfect for whole class read aloud and a playlist can be created in advance.  A projector can be attached and put on a big screen.  The teacher could include TumbleBooks as a learning center, or independent learning activity.  

An Educator’s Resources page is available that offers grammar activities, class spreadsheets, online book reports, math challenges, and spelling activities.  With the exception of the spreadsheets, all other options are available for elementary, junior/middle school, and secondary levels.  The one activity that really caught my eye that could be a useful tool in either the library or classroom is the book report feature.  These can be printed out and posted around the classroom or put on a bulletin board and used as book reviews to be changed out weekly.

B. BookFlix:  

This is an excellent resource for grades PreK-3.  Fiction video story books are paired with non-fiction books based upon the same topic.  The read along function can be turned on or off, and the words are highlighted as they are being read.  In the non-fiction book, clicking on the individual highlighted words offer the option of reading and or hearing a definition.   What I like best about this resource is the students choose a topic they are interested in and are exposed to both genres.  The non-fiction book helps to build content area knowledge.  Some of the selections are available in Spanish which would be effective for ESL learners.  This resource can be used in the classroom, as learning centers or whole group instructions, in the library for independent reading, or after school programs, and the students can even use it at home.  A lesson plan is available for each pair of books, as well as puzzles and recommended web sites to further explore the topic of interest.
C.  International Children’s Digital Library
This website offers both audio books and books that need to be read.  I liked the

fact that the books I previewed had the text printed in both Spanish and English.  Most of the books are available in many different languages.  That is helpful for all ELS students, not just Spanish.  The librarian could use this site during independent reading, or the teacher could use it in the classroom as whole class instruction connected to a projector, or a center activity.  This site would also be useful for foreign language teachers.  When a person registers to this site, many options become available such as “selecting your preferred language, returning to the last page read, savings books on a personal bookshelf, and having access from any computer”.  Selecting and sorting is made easy. The reader can sort by age, genre, length of book, award winners, color of the book jacket or front cover, short/long books, etc.   The one search option that I would like and is not available is to choose only books that offer audio readings.
Part IV. TeachingBooks.Net

Children’s or Young Adult Author, Eoin Colfer
· Author Website:  This was a very colorful, eye catching page with options to visit: Books in Series, Author Page, characters, Video, Games, and Other Books.

· Book Guides:  I visited the page for Airman, created by Hyperion Books for Children.  It offered a guide for this specific book with options for Pre-reading, Questions to Consider, Projects, and Author Interview.

· Book Readings:  I visited the page created by Hyperion Books for Children.  It offered a audio clip of the author reading Half Moon
Children’s or Young Adult Book, The First Part Last
· Author Programs:  This page was created by TeachingBooks.net and contained; Book Reading, Slide Show, 5 Information Slide Shows, In-Depth Written Interview, bibliography, and Link for Further Information.

· Book Guide:  Tracie Vaughn Zimmer created this great resource offering a pre-reading activity, questions for knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, syntheses, and evaluation, as well as projects for multiple intelligences.

· Book Readings:  The page created by TeachingBooks.net offers an audio clip of Angela Johnson reading a portion of her book, and it also includes a video book of clips that correspond with the story.
Part V. "Dear Reader" Teen Online Book Club
Triskellion 2:  The Burning by Will Peterson, chapters 1- 4

Using this resource in the library is a great way to get kids hooked on books.  There is no major commitment, and they may find a genre that they have never read, or didn’t like in the past but caught their eye in the emailed selection.  Every week a new book is available for the students to preview.  If the teen likes the chapters they get that week they have an incentive to borrow the book and read it from cover to cover.  It could also work as a read aloud in the classroom.  The teacher can read the emailed selections to get many students hooked.  That may also cause a problem if the library only has 1 or 2 copies available.  But, it could also be a good way for the library to build the collection.  Students can recommend favorites that aren’t currently in the collection for the librarian to purchase.  One additional item that I liked about the website is that there is a forum for the students to share their ideas about the book.  
Part VI. Graphic Novels
A.  Price, Ada. "Novel to Graphic Novel: Turning Popular Prose into Comics." Publishers


 Weekly 257.14 (2010): 23-26. Literary Reference Center. EBSCO. Web. 20 July
2010
Title:Novel to Graphic Novel: Turning Popular Prose into Comics.
Language :English

Authors: Price, Ada
Source:  Publishers Weekly; 4/5/2010, Vol. 257 Issue 14, p23-26, 4p
Document Type:  Article
Publication Information: Reed Business Information / Reviews
Subject Terms:  GRAPHIC novels
   COMIC books, strips, etc.
   PUBLISHERS & publishing
   BOOK industries & trade
Geographic Terms:  UNITED States
Abstract: The article reports on the growing market for graphic novels in the U.S. as of April 2010. 
The issue of whether the graphic novels are straight adaptations of popular prose works is addressed by Kurt Hassler, publishing director of Yen Press. Lillian Diaz-Przybyl, senior editor at Tokyopop in Los Angeles, California, observes that publishers are using these adaptations to create "universe-expanding stories." A discussion on several graphic novel projects of publishers is detailed.
Document Information:  Essay last updated: 20100420
Lexile: 1520
Full Text Word Count:  2873
ISSN:  00000019
Accession Number: 49227127
Database:  Literary Reference Center
B.  2010 Top Ten Great Graphic Novels for Teens found at ala.org.
In addition to the full list of Great Graphic Novels for Teens, the committee chose the following as the Top Ten Great Graphic Novels for Teens. 
Hardison, Jim and Bart Sears. The Helm. Dark Horse. 2009.

Igarashi, Daisuke. Children of the Sea, vol 1. VIZ Media. 2009.

Jensen, Van and Dusty Higgins. Pinocchio: Vampire Slayer. SLG Publishing. 2009.

Kelly, Joe and J.M. Ken Nimura. I Kill Giants. Image. 2009.

Lethem, Jonathan and Farel Dalrymple. Omega the Unknown. Marvel. 2008.

Love, Jeremy. Bayou, vol 1. DC Comics/Zuda. 2009.

Neufeld, Josh. A.D.: New Orleans After the Deluge. Pantheon Books. 2009.

Siddell, Tom. Gunnerkrigg Court, vol 1: Orientation. Archaia Studios Press. 2009.

Urasawa, Naoki and Takashi Nagasaki. Pluto. VIZ Media. 2009.

Yoshinaga, Fumi. Ooku: The Inner Chambers, vol 1. VIZ Media. 2009.

C. Conner, Daniel. Adap. Dracula. By Bram Stoker. Illus. Rod Espinosa. Edina: Magic
Wagon, 2010. Print.

Jonathan Harker traveled to Transylvania to do business with Count Dracula, unaware that that the count was a vampire.  A short time after Jonathan’s visit and disappearance, the Count traveled to London and began terrifying Jonathan’s family.  Several months after leaving for Transylvania, Jonathan reappeared in London, and with the help of Professor Van Helsing, they destroyed Count Dracula.  


The color panels flow nicely from page to page.  The illustrations are very nice and nothing gory or graphic to be too scary.  The text boxes were very interesting.  All dialog appears in bubbles with the arrow pointing to the speaker.  Text boxes that include the characters thoughts are color coded for each character.  
Advantages and disadvantages of graphic novels in the library:


The graphic novel is a great way to get books into the hands of reluctant readers because they provide wonderful, engaging visuals, captivating stories, and less text, making them less intimidating than formal novels of fiction and non-fiction.  Graphic novels will build vocabulary, comprehension, and life skills the same as any literature format.  From the titles that I observed, it appears that graphic novels can support any curriculum.  Graphic novels are for everyone, they are fun to read.   From what I have read and observed with Anima and Manga, they appear to have the potential to be explicit and depict violence.  Librarians must carefully select what is put on shelves for age appropriate content.  Some parents may challenge even mild violence or explicit content.
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